
  

  

The Trustees of The Arbib Education Trust  
Annabel Nicoll 

Sponsor & Trustee 

 

Sponsor of the Trust, Annabel has a degree in History of Art with History from Bristol 
University and she qualified as a Physiotherapist with 1st class honours from UCL and 
The Middlesex Hospital in 1997.  Annabel was a founding Trustee of The River and 
Rowing Museum in Henley-on-Thames from its opening in 1998, serving for 21 years 
until 2019.  She is a Trustee of The Annabel Arbib Foundation (formerly The Arbib 
Foundation) which sponsors The Arbib Education Trust. 
 
Annabel was a founding trustee of the Academy Sponsors Trust and then sat on the 
Academy Sponsors Advisory Council for the Specialist Schools and Academies Trust 
during the early years of the Academy programme.  She was appointed an Honorary 
Member of Council of the NSPCC in 2007 having been a member of their National 
Appeal Board during the FULL STOP campaign. 
 
Annabel is a Governor of Lambrook School, near Bracknell, where she chairs the 
Education Committee. 
 
Annabel is married with three children. 

Oona Stannard 
Chair of Trustees 

 

Oona holds degrees from Kings College, London and the Institute of Education.  She 
was awarded a Ph.D by the University of Leicester. 

 

Her career in education includes 10 years as the Director of the Catholic Education 
Service, the national body with strategic responsibility for Catholic schools and 
colleges.  She also served as an HMI for 11 years.  She was appointed as a Schools 
Adjudicator by the Secretary of State, has served on various ministerial working 
groups and was appointed to the General Teaching Counci.  She has also been an 
Associate to the GMC and an adviser to the Department of Health. 

 

Oona was Vice-Chair of the Board of St Mary’s University College for many years and 
continues to be Chair of Governors to a primary school in Richmond. 

Martin Burford 
Vice Chair of Trustees 

 

Martin has been working as an independent consultant, providing leadership and 
management consultancy support from June 2009.  He has worked internationally, 
with Local Authorities and with schools, as well as providing training to the NCSL 
clusters across London. 

 

He has had contracts with the DfE, as Head of Regulatory Transformation and as 
Head of 3-14 Assessment at Ofqual, focussing on policy, strategy and monitoring 
assessment development and delivery of the FSP, KS1, KS2 national curriculum 
assessments and the pilot programmes.  He worked with the DfE on the regulation 
and development of national assessments from early years to KS3.  He has also 
chaired the assessment review committee of an examing board. 

 

Before becoming an independent consultant, Martin was Assistant Director of 
Education with responsibility for standards and school support for an inner London 
authority and Assistant Director with responsibility for school improvement in 
another.  Previously, he was a Principle Primary adviser in an inner London authority, 
adviser in a shire authority, and a successful Headteacher for 10 years.  He has 
lectured on Education Masters programmes for London and Oxford Universities. 



  

William Lazarus 
Trustee 

 

Bill Lazarus trained as a Chartered Accountant with KPMG before taking up financial 
management roles in industry.  He subsequently served on the Boards of two 
international public companies as Group Finance Director before joining a 
Management Buyout Team which acquired one of Europe’s largest distributor of 
security products as CFO. 

 

Bill currently runs his own consultancy business providing strategic advice to 
companies going through a process of change and also serves as a non-executive 
director. 

 

Over a period of twenty-five years he has been a Governor of two private schools 
and he has just retired as Chairman of Governors of one of those schools, having 
held the role for twelve years. 

 

Bill is married with three sons and he has one grandson.  He enjoys golf, skiing and 
watching sports in general, particularly rugby. 

John Hedger 
Trustee 

 

John had a career as a civil servant in the Department for Education and 
Employment.  Until recently he chaired the board of Berkshire Healthcare NHS 
Foundation Trust and was Vice-Chair of Mary Hare School for the deaf in Newbury. 

 

Until recently, he was a trustee of the National Foundation for Educational Research 
and was formerly a member of the Council of Radley College and a trustee of 
Rathbone – a charity providing training and personal development for disadvantaged 
young people.  He has a MA in English from the University of Sussex. 

Rachel Kruger 
Trustee  

 
  

Rachel holds degrees in Music and Maths, a Bachelor of Laws (LLB) and an MBA. Her 
teaching career started in South Africa, she moved to the UK in 1999, has taught 
Music and Maths in several schools in London, and is currently the Headteacher at 
The Ellen Wilkinson School for Girls in Ealing. 
 
Rachel is a member of the Board of the Ealing Learning Partnership and the chair of 
the ELP Pathways and Progression committee. She serves on the Ealing Schools 
Forum, the Performance Management Board of the Ealing Youth Justice Service and 
on the Steering Group of the St John’s Oxford Inspire programme. 
 
Rachel is classically trained in piano and singing, is a very keen reader and a life-long 
student, and loves baking. 
 



  

Olakunle Babarinde  
Trustee  

 

  

Olakunle has a degree in Physics from the University of Sussex and a Post-graduate 
diploma in Management in Computing from Middlesex University, which are the 
foundation of his almost 30 years in financial services and property investment.  

With a corporate career that spanned 25 years as an award-winning finance 
technology specialist, Olakunle is a proven strategic thinker and experienced 
negotiator, who has worked with hundreds of organisations to deliver strategic 
income generation and business development through periods of challenging 
organisational transformation. Throughout his career he has also been a mentor to 
young entrepreneurs. He now runs his own private investment business. 

Olakunle is a father of 2 girls, 8yrs and 3yrs and he is also Trustee of Making The leap, 
the charity of the Social Mobility Awards, Board Secretary and Trustee of Black 
Cultural Archives and Trustee of St John’s Notting-Hill Parochial Church Council.  
 

Vicky Brightman 
Trustee 

 

Vicky’s career has focused on supporting learning and engagement with culture, 
science, arts, and heritage, through roles she has held at several cultural 
organisations including, Royal Botanic Gardens Kew, as Head of Engagement and 
Interpretation, the Horniman Museum and Gardens, as Head of Learning, and at 
Birmingham’s Science Museum, as Head of Learning Programmes.  
 
Currently, Vicky is Head of Public Engagement at Imperial College London where she 
leads the University’s strategy and operational delivery for public engagement.  
 
A key aspect of the role is to embed a culture of public engagement across the 
College and enable a diverse range of staff, students, partners, and publics to get 
involved in, and exchange ideas about, Imperial’s research and education.  Vicky is 
also Festival Director for the Great Exhibition Road Festival that Imperial delivers in 
collaboration with the major museums in South Kensington.  
 
Vicky is a patient representative for the Cancer Research UK Insights Panel and 
aspires to grow her role to support and champion inclusion for people with 
disabilities and long-term health conditions.  
 
Vicky holds an MSc in Science Communication and a BA (Hons) in Science, Society, 
and the Media.   

 

 

 

 

 


